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OnΎWednesdayΎJuneΎ23,Ύ1948,ΎTheΎTimesΎnewspaperΎreportedΎtheΎarrivalΎofΎtheΎshipΎEmpireΎ
WindrushΎunderΎtheΎheadlineΎ‘JamaicansΎarriveΎtoΎseekΎwork.’ΎTheΎarticleΎsaid:Ύ‘OfΎtheΎ492Ύ
JamaicansΎwhoΎarrivedΎatΎTilburyΎonΎMondayΎtoΎseekΎworkΎinΎthisΎcountry,Ύ236ΎwereΎhousedΎ
lastΎnightΎinΎClaphamΎSouthΎDeepΎShelter.ΎTheΎremainderΎhadΎfriendsΎtoΎwhomΎtheyΎcouldΎgoΎ
andΎprospectsΎofΎwork.ΎTheΎmenΎhadΎarrivedΎatΎTilburyΎinΎtheΎex-troopshipΎEmpireΎWindrush.ΎandΎprospectsΎofΎwork.ΎTheΎmenΎhadΎarrivedΎatΎTilburyΎinΎtheΎex-troopshipΎEmpireΎWindrush.Ύ
AmongΎthemΎareΎsingers,Ύstudents,Ύpianists,ΎboxersΎandΎaΎcompleteΎdanceΎband.ΎThirtyΎorΎfortyΎ
hadΎalreadyΎvolunteeredΎtoΎworkΎasΎminers.’

TheΎreportΎwasΎnotΎentirelyΎcorrect.ΎAccordingΎtoΎtheΎpassengerΎListΎthereΎwereΎ1027ΎpassengersΎ
onΎboard,ΎofΎwhomΎjustΎ539ΎgaveΎJamaicaΎasΎtheirΎlastΎplaceΎofΎpermanentΎresidence,ΎsoΎdidΎ139Ύ
fromΎBermuda,Ύ73ΎfromΎTrinidadΎandΎ44ΎfromΎBritishΎGuiana.ΎManyΎcameΎfromΎotherΎcountriesΎ
ofΎtheΎCaribbean.ΎManyΎofΎthemΎservedΎBritainΎinΎtheΎRoyalΎAirΎForceΎ(RAF)ΎduringΎWWIIΎandΎ
wereΎeitherΎreturningΎtoΎtheirΎjobsΎinΎtheΎUKΎorΎcomingΎtoΎseekΎemploymentΎbecauseΎworkersΎwereΎeitherΎreturningΎtoΎtheirΎjobsΎinΎtheΎUKΎorΎcomingΎtoΎseekΎemploymentΎbecauseΎworkersΎ
wereΎneededΎtoΎhelpΎrebuildΎtheΎcountry.Ύ

WhenΎBritainΎneededΎaΎhelpingΎhandΎduringΎherΎwarΎwithΎNaziΎGermanyΎinΎ1939,ΎtheΎBritishΎ
appealedΎtoΎtheΎCaribbeanΎpeopleΎwhoΎrespondedΎpositively.ΎThousandsΎofΎmenΎandΎwomenΎ
volunteeredΎtoΎcomeΎtoΎthisΎcountryΎtoΎjoinΎtheΎfightΎagainstΎHitler,ΎandΎmanyΎothersΎservedΎasΎ
merchantΎseamen.ΎTheΎRoyalΎAirΎForceΎgainedΎmoreΎrecruitsΎfromΎtheΎCaribbeanΎthanΎanyΎotherΎ
partΎofΎtheΎBritishΎEmpire,ΎwithΎaroundΎ400ΎflyingΎasΎairΎcrew,ΎotherΎvolunteersΎservedΎonΎtheΎ
homeΎfrontΎinΎaΎdiversityΎofΎroles.Ύ©ΎWindrushΎFoundationsΎ2018homeΎfrontΎinΎaΎdiversityΎofΎroles.Ύ©ΎWindrushΎFoundationsΎ2018


